LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
The Dublin Law Courts have been described, by Grattan
as "of all places the most disagreeable." They were close
to the river; the present quay was not then built and the
damp permeated them. At high tide the water sometimes
penetrated into the building itself, and occasions have been
recorded when it reached the underground cellars in
which were kept the robes, and Counsel found their
gowns and wigs floating about in the water. In his Sketches
of the Irish Bar, W. H. Curran gives a vivid description of
daily life in the Dublin Courts of Justice, which is here
abridged.
"It was the custom for the Irish Bar to assemble daily
in the Hall of the Four Courts. In the centre of the fine
building is a spacious circular hall into which several
Courts of justice open. Between the hours of twelve and
three it is a busy, motley scene, the place of resort for
members of the legal profession and their clients, which
means the general rendez-vous of the whole community.
Every man in Ireland is either a plaintiff or a defendant,
so he repairs once a day to the 'Hall' to look after his
cause and to confer with his lawyer. Here, too, the
political idlers of the town resort to pick up rumours.
There is a plentiful mixture of the lower orders and the
din is tremendous. Besides the tumult of some hundred
voices in ardent discussion, and most of them raised to a
declamatory pitch, you have ever and anon the stentorian
cries of the tipstaffs bawling out 'the gentlemen of the
special jury to the box' or attornies or attornies' clerks
hallooing to a particular Counsel that their 'case is on and
all lost if he delays an instant,' whereupon the Counsel,
hearing his name wafted through the hubbub, breaks
from the circle surrounding him and plunges into the
Court.
The bustle among members of the Bar is greatly in-
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